Written Assignment 3

Submit a 500 – 700 word APA formatted paper presented in narrative form, including a title page and reference page. 

· Choose one of the people groups, other than your own, from the Module 4, 5, or 6 readings. 

· Restate the materials in your own narrative form, demonstrating a deep engagement with cultural understanding. 

· Include a brief socio-historical account and key cultural markers in that culture in encountering American life 

· Describe important public policies that have affected this people group. The People Group must be one other than their own. 

· Integrate your work with one of the primary sociological theories: Structural Functionalism, Conflict Perspective, Symbolic Interactionism 

References  to write the assignment 
Module 4—European-based Cultural and Social Groups (2 Weeks)
OVERVIEW

Module 4 focuses our attention on European based cultural and social groups in an attempt to understand the differences in their experiences rather than to amalgamate all white people into one simplistic stereotype of Eurocentrism which is a popular way to create the racialized conflict in America between Black and White. We see how there are variations in culture and their immigrant experiences and the difference in the length of time they have been established in America. There are also vast differences in Southern and Northern Europeans, neither of which particularly align with British, Irish, and Scottish ancestral history of America that is often assumed when speaking about Whites.
The module then moves to examine some theoretical concepts in relationship to white people in America including colonization, white privilege, classism, the American Dream, and The Protestant Ethic. The aim is to understand that there surely is some significant advantages to being white in America, but there are also difficulties and divergences from the normal stereotypes.
In the non-textbook assignments, students unpack some of the different elements that are not always thought about. An interesting paper about white privileged women and their etiquette rules (Unpack the Invisible Knapsack), and the life of a coal miner (30 Days video), draw students into the variations in white lifestyle. The Power and Classism PowerPoint highlights some of the important characteristics of white poverty and its relationship to classism and stereotypes about white privilege. Additional articles that are attached to the classism powerpoint point the students to a discussion on the influence and importance of white poverty in America.
TOPICS

Module 4 covers the following topics:
· British Isles
· Northern European
· Southern European
· Eastern European
· White classism
· White privilege
· White poverty
· Colonialism
· Colonization
· Protestant ethic, individualism
KEY TERMS

Anglo-conformity, Nativism, Pluralism, Upward Mobility, Xenophobia, Cultural differentiation, culture shock, extended family, push-pull factors, racism, social segregation, social structure, upward mobility, values, xenophobia
Objectives covered in Module 4 include: CO3, CO4, and CO7
STUDY MATERIALS

Textbook Readings

· Parrillo: Chapters 5 & 6 (Especially of note: “Is there a White Culture?” (Parillo, p. 57))

· Chapter 5 PowerPoint at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwhAYZtIzKf9M1N4T0RnLTQ1RU0/view?usp=sharing 

· Chapter 6 PowerPoint at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwhAYZtIzKf9SDJYQThNRkFJcjQ/view?usp=sharing 

Other Resources

· Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack http://nationalseedproject.org/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack

HYPERLINK "http://nymbp.org/reference/WhitePrivilege.pdf" \h
http://nymbp.org/reference/WhitePrivilege.pdf
· Video: 30 Days: Minimum Wage
· Video: 30 Days: Working in a Coal Mine
· Power and Classism

HYPERLINK "https://drive.google.com/a/tesc.edu/file/d/0B3o6X3Sr0EuDMDd2ZFp4TVJmaWs/view?usp=sharing" \h
 PowerPoint
Module 5—Native American Cultural and Social Groups
OVERVIEW

Module 5 focuses on the Native American cultural and social groups as the indigenous people group that has faced both physical and cultural genocide at the expense of Manifest Destiny beliefs in white pioneering and settlement of America. The module explores anti-native policies that were enacted to ensure the dominance of Eurocentric culture over the native traditional practices. The readings examine several political policies that were enacted to ensure the success of white culture and the “civilizing” of native peoples. This is highlighted in the short video that exposes the Native Residential School movement in Canada that aimed to enculturate Native peoples into the white man’s way. What is of note is that in Canada there was not the massive genocide as in the United States which has forced Canadians to address how to socially and culturally live with and alongside the Native Peoples. Some success has been seen with the National Forgiveness Campaign but conversely some great tragedies such as the Native Residential Schools. 
The module comes into the contemporary world with a focus on various native issues that do not get much press. The naming controversy, water rights, casinos, and cultural genocide through residential schools all have impact on the current lives on Native Peoples in the cities and reservations. The discussion forum brings students together in a collaborative and contemporary discussion of Native Peoples.
Students are challenged here to consider the Native Question to a much greater degree than most Americans so, where the Civil Rights Era has racialized the debate into one between Blacks and Whites, with a new Hispanic Question that is emerging. Students will reflect on how an American raised with little perspective on Native Peoples outside of televisions shows and the odd class in high school, how Native Peoples “fit” in the current American society.
TOPICS

Module 5 covers the following topics:
· Native culture
· Genocide
· Anti-native policies
· Manifest Destiny
· Civil rights vs. land rights
· Land treaties
KEY TERMS

Dichotomy, Expulsion, Indigenous, Mortality Rate, Pan-Indianism, Sovereign
